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A HOUSATONIC TRAIL

By Morgan Bulkeley

NOT THAT we are against railroad service; that should certainly

be continued and improved wherever economically feasible; but there

are routes that ar,ebecqming obsQlete.

The spur line of the Penn Central ~ailroad from the shore line

up the lovely Housatonic Valley to Pittsfield is an example. The

company has petitioned for discontinuance of all passenger service,

and the two freights a day may be next. The line is approaching an

economic point Qf no return. Fr,om a management point of view it

is a line from nowhere to nowher,e. What, in 1840, was a bonanza in

Berkshire has been superseded by other modes of transportation and

travel. The north-south artery is becoming a var,icose vein.

* * *

TH~$ MAY present a singular oPPor.tunity of turning a public loss

into a public gain. The abandoned roadbed would make an ideal and

$cenic hiking and biking trail from Central Berkshire to Long Island

Sound, which might even be extended northward on old trolley beds

through the Hoosic Valley aCrOSS the southwest corner of Vermont to

the Hudsqn ~iver.

To keep this within the realm of immediate possibility, let us

cqnsider only the stretch from Pittsfield to Connecticut. In its 32

miles, the rail route goes through the townships of Pittsfield, Lenox,

Leer Stockbridge, Great Barrington and Sheffield, along the way

picking up the additional communities of New Lenox, Lenox Dale, South

Lee, Glendale, Housatonic, Risingdale, Van Deusenville, Sheffield
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