OUR BERKSHIRES 3/23/67
B STANDS FOR BENEFITS

By Morgan Bulkeley

AS A DIRECTOR of the Housatonic Watershed Association, I wish
to go on record as endorsing a B classification for all county rivers.
My first canoe trip on the Housatonic was in 1928, and now 39 years
later my canoe is a short carry from its banks on the property that
Oliver Wendell Holmes called "Canoe Meadows" because there for cen-
turies the Indians beached their canoes. I have probably capsized in
the rivery as much as any man and so offer my drippings as credentials.

Not as some, do I find the Housatonic River a disgrace. Rather
I see it as an over-loaded, worn-out public utility that, for more
than a century without charge, has been efficiently disposing of
public sewage and industrial waste, for the most part unseen, unsung
and unsmelled. The hidden tax that the public has been paying for
these services is complete loss of the river for all other purposes.
Now it is time to return it to higher uses.

* * *

TIMES HAVE CHANGED with progress. Pittsfield has installed
$12 million worth of sewage facilities; technology is providing
better means of waste treatment; and society and administration are
inclined to revive the more natural and more numerous river resources.
As tax-payers are underwriting their sewage problems, so are busi-
nesses assuming waste-treatment responsibilities that have too long
been shunted upon the river.

I have recently seen documentaries on Hudson and Connecticut

River pollution that made some of the viewers feel faint. Those
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