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BERKSHIRE ENTERS HISTORY

By Morgan Bulkeley

IN OUR LATE perspective of great and costly wars, King Philip's

War, if it is remembered at all, is likely to be thought of as a

flintlock and tomahawk operetta by Gilbert and Sullivan. Actually

that Indian war, which raged allover southern New England in 1675-6,

for a time threatened the very existence of the Bay, Plymouth, Rhode

Island and Connecticut colonies.

At the time there were about 20,000 Indians in Southern New

England and about twice as many settlers. Several thousands lost

their lives. Property destruction was enormous. Communities like

Northfield, Deerfield, Brookfield, Worcester, Dartmouth, Middleborough,

Simsbury, Warwick and Wickford were annihilated. Others like Spring­

field, Westfield, Marlborough and providence were largely destroyed by

fire. In proportion to population, King Philip's War inflicted greater

casualties and losses upon the people than any war in American history.

IT WAS this war that gave this county its first tie to American

history through "Indian Fighter" John Talcott. As a toddler Talcott

had come to Hartford in 1636 with the original company of settlers led

by Thomas Hooker. Twenty years later he was a rising army officer and

an elected commissioner for the United Colonies. He became a deputy

and assistant magistrate as well as treasurer and chief military offi­

cer of Hartford County.

In 1676 he was made head of the army of Connecticut and led a

force of 240 whites and 200 friendly Mohegan and Pequot warriors on
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