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HOLDING A WILD piece of land in trust for the public entails a

never-ending fight. Commercial interests and population expansion

everywhere increasingly press in upon places long deemed inviolate.

At the north of the county we see the battle joined over Greylock

in court and legislature because close to 1000 far-sighted citizens

have chosen to stand up against the immediate self-interest of a

few small pressure groups.

In contrast, at the south of the county in the much smaller

reservation at Bartholomew's Cobble, the battle is of a more pleasant

nature. Rather than threatened encroachment of a tramway and attendant

impertinences the.re is the threat of the expanding woods and the

trampling of an occasional escaped cow.

* * *

THE PROBLEM then becomes a struggle to hold things as they are,

to keep some climax forest, some transition woods, some sproutland,

some scrubby pasture, some goldenrod and some mowed fields in order

to insure the maximum variety of flora and fauna in the 44 acres.

Voltaire once said that nothing is so permanent as change. One

who attempts to hold back forest progression can fully savor that

saying. The march of any forest is like Birnam wood overrunning

Dunsinane. From raised arms the woodland army fires explosive bullets

of seeds, nuts, berries, samaras and catkins in all directions as it

advances.
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