
HOUSATONIC GREENWAY
Introduction

For millennia the Berkshire Hills lay buried beneath four suc-

cessive glaciations until, about 12,000 years ago, the remnants of

the last three-mile-thick Wisconsin ice sheet melted away down the

Hoosic and Housatonic Rivers. In the new sunshine the frigid waters

of the released Housatonic glistened like a ribbon winding through

a bleak Arctic tundra, separating the eroded Taconics on the west

from the scoured barrier mountains to the east.

After gathering an east branch from Dalton and a west branch

,from Richmond, with middle branches from Onota and Pontoosuc Lakes

in Pittsfield, the river, turbulent or placid by turns, measures 40

bee-line miles to its juncture with the Konkapot at the Old Colony

line. It covers twice that distance, as the canoeist paddles the

meanders in Lenox and Lee, follows the great westward bend in Stock-

bridge, and rounds the oxbows of the Sheffield Plain; thence' it runs

southward 100 miles through Connecticut's western hills to Long

Island Sound.

The Greenway of the Upper Housatonic was gradually carpeted

with mosses, lichens, grasses and sedges, sphagnum in the kettles,

rock tripe on the erratic boulders and reindeer moss on the ledges.

It was a tundra awaiting flora and fauna as the climate warmed.

* * * *

During the summer of 1982 this columnist shared the excitement

of picking white spruce cones and pieces of ivory, tooth and bone of

a mastodon from an ancient peat bog in South Egremont a few miles

from the Housatonic. These first Berkshire fossils radio-carbon-

dated 11,500 years ago. They showed that the Housatonic Greenway was

clothed with a dark boreal forest of white spruce, inhabited by late
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