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NAVIGATION ON THE HOUSATONIC

By Morgan Bulkeley

NAVIGATION: sounds like a big word to impose on our little river.

Actually, the Housatonic waskno~n as the Great River to the early

colonists, who settled by its mouth at Stratford and Milford in 1639.

Boating became lively upon the 14 miles of tidewater that ran 10

feet dee}? up tq P~ugasset (now DeJ;"by),where a trading post was es­

tablished at the cqnfluence with the Naugatuck River in 1642.

,A.~te;t;e~;t;lxexplo;t;ingsailors, the first river boatman was Moses

vyheeler, wh,o commenced a ;t;'egularfe:rry from stratford to Milford in

1648, He Was a legendary giant who rowed man and horse or several

Passengers together on hi,s flat""boatraft. When he died in 1698, he

was acclaimed as the first white centenarian in the new land. But

his ferry did not completely replace the qld ways because in 1649 a

Milford man escaped a public lashing imposed for kissing his wife on

the Sabbath by swimming the Housatonic.

Shipbuilding began at Derby Landing about 1660 and flourished

there fQr 200 yea,;t;'s,The nearly tWQ\\fathom depth all the way to the

Sound WaS adequate for 80~ton vessels, but heavy boating seems to have

developed slowly, because in 1673 canoes and poled rafts were still

transporting settling families upriver,

* * *

CAPT. KIDD twice anchored at the mouth of the Housatonic and is

said to have buried treasure on Milfo;t;'dIsland--a legend given some

support by a 16 9 letter from Patience Tuttle to her cousin, Thankful,

saying: "Capt. Kidd sat all the night by the fire carrying himself
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