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AT THE suggestion of members qf its qdvisory council, the

pittsfield Conservation Commission has been investigating the pos­

sibility of rest~icting or banning power boating on the Housatonic

River and its branches within city limits.

The commission has just received an opinion from the city

legal de~q~tment thqt this Cqn be accomplished by local o~dinance.

* * *

A,T FJ:~S'J;'GLl\N:CE~uch qn qctiQn mi.ght qppea;r'to be discriminatory.

Unde;r'cqnditions existing in Pittsfield, it is not so at all.

J:ndeed, the CQnseJ7yC\tiQnCommission believes that banning power boats

(except for necessC\ry cleC\nup p~Qg~ams, ;r'escuemissions and certain

fish cmd wildlife operatiqns) would contribute to the public inter­

est, welfCl~e and ~C\fety,

Pittsfield i~ fortunate tQ hqve QnQta Lake and large parts of

Pontoqsuc LClke Clnd Richmond Pond within its bounds, all of which are

open tq motor boating. With these deep~water bodies available for

fishing and mot.orized recreatiQn, the Conse~vation Commission feels

st~ongly thC\t the HousCltQnic Rive~ should be preserved for quieter

qnd mo~e peClceful uses, such as cqnoes, rowbQats, kayaks, fold-boats,

C\nd the like.

Eventually, implemented disposal plClns, upgraded sewage treat­

ment and continuing cleanup will improve fishing and once more make

swimming a possibility in places. DQubters might be interested to

know that brown trout a~e already being caught in the West Branch as
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