OUR BERKSHIRES 6/8/72
OUTBOARDS OFF THE RIVER

By Morgan Bulkeley

AT THE suggestion of members of its advisory council, the
Pittsfield Conservation Commission has been inyestigating the pos-
sibility of restricting or banning power boating on the Housatonic
River and its branches within city limits.

The commission has just received an opinion from the city
legal department that this can be accomplished by local ordinance.

* * *

AT FIRST GLANCE such an action might appear to be discriminatory.
Under conditions existing in Pittsfield, it is not so at all.

Indeed, the Conservation Commission believes that banning power boats
(except for necessary cleanup programs, rescue missions and certain
fish and wildlife operations) would contribute to the public inter-
est, welfare and safety.

Pittsfield is fortunate to have Onota Lake and large parts of
Pontoosuc Lake and Richmond Pond within its bounds, all of which are
open to motor boating. With these deep-water bodies available for
fishing and motorized recreation, the Conservation Commission feels
strongly that the Housatonic River should be preserved for quieter
and more peaceful uses, such as canoes, rowboats, kayaks, fold-boats,
and the like.

Eventually, implemented disposal plans, upgraded sewage treat-
ment and continuing cleanup will improve fishing and once more make
swimming a possibility in places. Doubters might be interested to

know that brown trout are already being caught in the West Branch as
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