OUR BERKSHIRES 8/17/61

RIVER REPORT IT

WITHIN THE COUNTY the Housatonic, like Gaul, is divided

in partes tres. The part above Lenox Station and the part below

the Great Barrington dam are easily navigable. A canvas-covered
canoe can safely run the few riffles at low water by following
the smooth vees that point between rocks or snags.

.Not so the middle section between Lenox and Great Barrington,
which measures.ll% crow-flight miles and 25 canoe miles. At low
water a canvas canoe would be useless and an aluminum one would be
badly dented, if not ripped open. We used an old canoe purchased
for $12, re-covered with two layers of fiber-glass cloth, well
painted with plastic filler. Being keelless, this presented a
smooth bottom as hard as bone and practically indestructible. It
slid and bounced easily over and off countless boulders, shallows
and snags without cracking a single rib.

* * *

THE RIVER TRAVELER is in for surprises at every bend. He has
taken to an abandoned highway at the world's back door. The paddle
pace is conducive to observation and reflection. There are con-
stant reminders that the watery artery was once the heart of the
county's traffic and industry. We glided smoothly over one large
millstone showing like a moon in the dark waters. We saw a pot-
bellied stove and a buggy chassis with wheels half out of the water.
Antique collectors might help clean up the river.

Below the first portage opposite a derelict paper mill, we
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