OUR BERKSHIRES (7/23/64)
SKATEKOOK
By Morgan Bulkeley

Mount Washington

SOMETIMES an arrow falls right at our feet. Long had we won-
dered about the location of one of the last inhabited Indian village
sites in Berkshire. Skatekook and its last chieftain, Umpachene, were
not legend; they figured in Berkshire's earliest written history.

By a recorded deed of April 25, 1724 to a committee of settlers
dispatched to Housatonock by the General Court, the Indians "did re-
serve to ourselves" a strip of land five-eighths of a mile wide ex-
tending from the Housatonic River along the north border of Sheffield
through South Egremont to the New York boundary. On this tract was
the small settlement of Skatekook where dwelled Lt. Umpachene and
four other families. The tenure of this promised reservation became
the story of the Indians countrywide. Within 12 years they were
shunted elsewhere.

* * *

IN OCTOBER 1734, the Rey. John Sergeant, having traveled from
Westfield "thro' a most doleful wilderness, and the worst road, per-
haps, that ever was rid," held his first meetings with the scanty
population of Indians to whom he was to bring Christianity. One
meeting was at Skatekook in the wigwam of Umpachene, which was stated
by the Rev, Samuel Hopkins to be "fifty or sixty feet long." This
figure hints at the age of this village site.

But by 1736 the Indians were removed from it and from their

entire reservation, and with all others south of Monument Mountain
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