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THE LIVE RIVER

By Morgan Bulkeley

Mount Washington

ONE OF THE popular misconceptions about a polluted river is that

it must be cleaned up progressively from the sources down. Those

downstream feel that any efforts on their part to improve their

stretch of river will be wasted because of what will be passed on

down to them. This is a convenient method of passing the bucket of

polluted water, but it is about as logical as not shoveling a driveway

on account of the storm that may follow.

The suPPQsition is based on the false premise that a river is

homogeneous from its sweet source springs to its salty delta. This

would be true of a river of lava, a dead river; but a river of water

is a living, breathing thing, a biome able to cleanse itself if given

half a chance.

* * *

THE HOUSATONIC (and the same can be said of the Hoosic) is a

lively example compared to bigger, sluggish rivers. In fact it is a

vast, natural sewage and waste~treatment system so efficient ln

handling the wastes of Berkshire that one can still catch and eat

trout in its naturally processed waters in the Cornwall-Kent area to

the south.

The river works thus effectively in our area for three reasons:

It makes natural use of settlement, aeration, and filtration. Settle­

ment takes place behind the 10 dams between Pittsfield and the

Connecticut line as well as in countless coves, oxbows and backwaters.

- 34 -




